
“They have taken the Lord”

John 20:1-18



“They have taken the Lord”
John 20:1-2

1 Early on the first day of the week, 

while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from 

the entrance. 2 So she came running to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 

one Jesus loved, and said, “They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 

don’t know where they have put him!”



“They have taken the Lord”
“Perhaps the reason why Jesus first 

appeared to Mary Magdalene was to 

demonstrate grace by His personal, 

loving faithfulness to someone who 

had a sordid past; but clearly also 

because she loved Him so dearly and 

deeply, that she appeared before 

anyone else at the tomb.”
MacArthur NIV 2011 Study Bible 



“They still did not understand”

John 20:3-10

3 So Peter and the other disciple 

started for the tomb.  4 Both were 

running, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the 

tomb first.  5 He bent over and 

looked in at the strips of linen 

lying there but did not go in. 



6 Then Simon Peter came along 

behind him and went straight 

into the tomb. He saw the strips 

of linen lying there, 7 as well as 

the cloth that had been wrapped 

around Jesus’ head. The cloth 

was still lying in its place, 

separate from the linen. 



8 Finally the other disciple, who 

had reached the tomb first, also 

went inside. He saw and believed. 

9 (They still did not understand 

from Scripture that Jesus had to 

rise from the dead.)  10 Then the 

disciples went back to where they 

were staying.



“They still did not understand”

“Neither Peter nor John 

understood the Scripture said 

Jesus would rise… Jesus had 

foretold His resurrection but 

they would not accept it.”
MacArthur NIV 2011 Study Bible



“Rabboni”
John 20:11-18

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb 

crying. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in 

white, seated where Jesus’ body had 

been, one at the head and the other at 

the foot. 13 They asked her, “Woman, 

why are you crying?” “They have taken 

my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t 

know where they have put him.” 



14 At this, she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing there, but she did not 

realize that it was Jesus. 15 He asked 

her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who 

is it you are looking for?” Thinking he 

was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you 

have carried him away, tell me where 

you have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned 

toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 

“Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).



17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, 

for I have not yet ascended to the 

Father. Go instead to my brothers 

and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 

Father and your Father, to my God 

and your God.’ ”  18 Mary 

Magdalene went to the disciples with 

the news: “I have seen the Lord!” 

And she told them that he had said 

these things to her.



“Rabboni”
“The reason for Mary’s failure to 

recognize Jesus is uncertain… 

Perhaps, however, like the 

disciples on the road to Emmaus, 

she was supernaturally prevented 

from recognizing Him until He 

chose for her to do so.”
MacArthur NIV 2011 Study Bible



Final Thoughts
1 Corinthians 15:1-8

1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want 

to remind you of the gospel I 

preached to you, which you received 

and on which you have taken your 

stand. 2 By this gospel you are 

saved, if you hold firmly to the 

word I preached to you. Otherwise, 

you have believed in vain.



3 For what I received I passed 

on to you as of first importance : 

that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, 

4 that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures, 

5 and that he appeared to 

Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 



6 After that, he appeared to more 

than five hundred of the brothers 

and sisters at the same time, most 

of whom are still living, though 

some have fallen asleep. 7 Then 

he appeared to James, then to all 

the apostles, 8 and last of all he 

appeared to me also, as to one 

abnormally born. 



Final Thoughts

1 Corinthians 15:12-23

12 But if it is preached that Christ has 

been raised from the dead, how can 

some of you say that there is no 

resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is 

no resurrection of the dead, then not 

even Christ has been raised. 14 And if 

Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is useless and so is your faith. 



15 More than that, we are then found 

to be false witnesses about God, for 

we have testified about God that he 

raised Christ from the dead. But he 

did not raise him if in fact the dead 

are not raised. 16 For if the dead are 

not raised, then Christ has not been 

raised either. 17 And if Christ has 

not been raised, your faith is futile; 

you are still in your sins. 



18 Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only 

for this life we have hope in Christ, 

we are of all people most to be 

pitied. 20 But Christ has indeed 

been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. 21 For since death came 

through a man, the resurrection of 

the dead comes also through a man. 



22 For as in Adam all die, so in 

Christ all will be made alive. 23 But 

each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; 

then, when he comes, those who 

belong to him.



Final Thoughts
Jesus resurrection is the key to the 

Christian faith. Why?

• Just as he had promised, Jesus rose 

from the dead. We can be confident, 

therefore, that he will accomplished 

what he promised

• Jesus’ bodily resurrection shows us 

that the living Christ is the ruler of 

God’s eternal Kingdom, not a false 

prophet or impostor



Final Thoughts

• We can be certain of our resurrection 

because He was resurrected. Death is 

not the end-there is future life.

• The power that brought Jesus back to 

life is available to us to bring our 

spiritually dead selves  back to life.

• The resurrection is the basis for the 

church’s witness to the world.




